
Mask or N95 – COVID-19 Point of Care Risk Assessment
Conducting a PCRA involves asking a series questions before every patient interaction to determine the risk  

of being exposed to a potential hazard, such as COVID-19.  Where the term patient is used throughout  
this document, it shall be interpreted as referring to patient, resident or client.  

Reminder: This PCRA is specific to selection of procedure mask vs N95 respirator. Select appropriate glove/gown use 
according to Routine Practices, Zone and/or Additional Precautions related to potential exposure to blood/body fluids.

1 Assess the following prior to every patient interaction:

Patient

Confirm patient zone/status (Red, Orange, Green, COVID-19 Recovered, Unknown)

Is your patient receiving an AGMP? (CPAP/BIPAP/optiflow)

Has your patient been tested for COVID-19 as part of the “same day/next day” procedure?   
If yes, do you know the test result?

During treatment, assess whether your patient has new symptoms suggesting a change in their 
status/zone (e.g. new unexplained fever or cough) OR new symptoms suggestive of an airborne or 
infectious disease (e.g. TB).

Has your patient become acutely unstable placing them at risk of needing “emergent” AGMP’s 
such as endotracheal intubation with or without bag/valve/mask ventilation, acute CPAP/BIPAP/ 
high flow oxygen (i.e. optiflow) or nebulized medications?

Does the patient require AGMP only at night?

Will you be present in the room when an AGMP is occurring or required to be in the room  
before air clearance time requirements have been met?

If you are doing an AGMP assess the following:
 Is the patient in the correct environment (Do they need a private room or AIIR?)
 
 Does the door need to be closed?
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