
 
  

MEMO 
 
Date: December 10, 2020 
To: Service Delivery Organizations (Shared Health, Winnipeg Regional Health 

Authority, Southern Health-Santé Sud, Prairie Mountain Health, Northern 
Health Region, Addictions Foundation of Manitoba, Cancer Care Manitoba) 

From: Lanette Siragusa, Provincial Lead Health System Integration & Quality, 
Chief Nursing Officer, Shared Health 
 

Re: COVID 19 - Fit Testing Initiative – ACTION REQUIRED 
 

 
To support Manitoba’s response to COVID-19, accelerated Provincial Fit Testing initiative has 
been launched across all Service Delivery Organizations. 
 
As previously communicated, licensed Personal Care Homes have been the initial focus for 
prioritization. In addition to the internal fit-testing capacity of SDOs, we have deployed an 
additional 11 contracted fit-testers over the past three weeks. 
 
Earlier this week, an additional 6 fit-testers completed their onboarding and have been deployed 
to support this work across long term care, acute and community settings.  
 
To support this provincial priority, SDOs are expected to schedule staff and physicians for a fit-
test appointment. The highest priority should be given to health care workers who come in direct 
contact with patients, residents and clients.  
 
Appointments must be scheduled for both SDO employees and those health care workers who 
may be employed by another SDO or an agency but provide care within your facilities (e.g. 
Shared Health Diagnostics Services staff working in an SDO operated facility).  
 
A consistent approach must also be taken with respect to the fit-testing being completed. To 
ensure optimal fit and enhanced protection, all fit-testing must follow a quantitative method. 
SDOs that do not have access to quantitative equipment or experienced quantitative fit-testers 
should have a Safety Officer contact Isadora Ferreira, Fit-Testing Project Manager at 
iferreira@wrha.mb.ca. An external fit-tester will either be deployed or consideration will be given 
to granting permission for use of a qualitative fit-testing method.   
 
It is imperative that all SDOs ensure fit-testing is prioritized across all sectors and that 
health care workers are scheduled for – and attend - these appointments.  
 
Thank you for your cooperation and support in prioritizing this important initiative.   
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