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MEMO 
 
Date: September 28, 2021 
To: SDO Long Term Care Leads, PCH Leadership 
From: Vikas Sethi, Provincial Clinical Integration Lead 
Re: Wind Down of Asymptomatic PCH Staff Surveillance Rapid 

Testing 
  

 

In December 2020, asymptomatic surveillance rapid testing of staff at a number of personal 
care homes in Manitoba was introduced. This initiative was an additional precaution to support 
the many efforts being made to minimize the risk posed by COVID-19 to personal care home 
residents, who are some of Manitoba’s most vulnerable. 

Based on the advice of the Chief Provincial Public Health Officer, the asymptomatic PCH staff 
surveillance rapid testing program will wind down over the next few weeks. With the upcoming 
requirement that staff provide proof of full vaccination or participate in regular/frequent rapid 
testing for COVID-19, this program is no longer required. We appreciate the voluntary 
participation of 49 PCHs across Manitoba whose staff participated in this valuable initiative. 
Since it was introduced, the program has administered nearly 18,000 tests with only 12 positive 
results.  

Our thanks to the dedicated staff whose commitment to screening before work and staying 
home when ill have contributed to this incredible result. Your efforts have helped keep our 
vulnerable residents safe from COVID-19. 

There are no more supplies available for this testing strategy. PCHs are asked to use up 
existing supplies or keep the non-expired supplies on-hand for other purposes (influenza 
testing, etc).    

There is no change to the requirements for all Manitobans to self-screen for symptoms and 
exposure of COVID-19 prior to coming to work, to stay home when ill, and to get tested if 
symptoms develop, regardless of your vaccination status.  

We remain committed to our efforts to deliver ongoing care and compassion to all residents in 
an environment that takes every necessary precaution to minimize the risk COVID-19 poses to 
our residents. Thank you for your support throughout the management of this program.  

More information on rapid testing of staff who are not fully vaccinated will be shared as soon as 
possible.  


